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II. THESSALONIANS, III. and 10. 


WHEN WE WERE WITH YOU, THIS WE COMMAND= 
D YOU, THAT IF ANY WOULD Nor WORK, NEI- 
HER SHOULD HE EAT. 


XXX T. Pur. in this Chapter has given ſome 
NX admirable moral Precepts to the People, 
S X to whom he was writing. He had been 
* * ſome Time, reſident at Theſſalonica, and 
{XII while he was with them, and. aſter he had 
ft them, gave them ſuch Inſtructions in the Know- 
edge of the Goſpel: of Chriſt, and in reſpect to their 
oral Conduct, as their Situation required, He is 
uppoſed to have written the two Epiſtles or Letters 
ddrefied to the Theſſalonians, from Corinth, while 
e ſtayed there, after his Flight from Theſſalonica. 
or the Jews, ever jealous of the Admiſſion of the Gen- 
les, (of whom the Majority of the Church, of Theſſa- 
onica conſiſted) to the ſame Privileges with themſelves; | 
aiſed ſuch a Diſturbance that St. Paul and Sylvanus 
ere obliged ſuddenly to withdraw, and were purſued 
o Berea, Paul afterwards fled to Athens, and thence - 
emoved to Corinth. DIE; . 


The Inſtructions contained in the very Chapter fro 
hence I have taken my - py had particular Relpeck ä 
o the Behaviour of the Theſſalonians, and ad verted 
o evil Practices, whether founded on acquired H pit, £ 
dr on early and inveterate Prejudice. And the Doctrine 
four Apoſtle had reference alſo to his own, commen= 
able Practice, which the Theſſalonians themſelves had 
deen Witneſſes. Me have wrought (ſaith he, mean- 
ng himſelf and the Gentile Converts) with Labour and 
d _ «* Travail 


( 4 } 


« Travail Night and Day, that we might not be chargeatll ©. { 
« to any of you.” And our further Motive for ſo doin un“ 
was, to make ourſelves an Enſample unto you to ſollo thet 
* us; for, if you remember, when we were with you? b 


« this we commanded you, that if any would not work I 

neither fhould he eat.” Nor is the Example of Paul.! 
without the Sanction of the Example of Chriſt himſel(**? 
even in Hand-labour. © Our bleſſed Lord, in the ear] 


Part of his Life, worked at the Buſineſs of a Carpen adi 
ter, the particular Occupation of his Father Joſeph 41 


And when he entered upon, and while he continued i 
the Duties of his Miniſtry, did he ever ceaſe “ 75 pf 
<< about doing good,” (Acts, 10. 38.) or, “ to do th 
„Mill of him that ſent him, and to finiſh his Work. 
(John, 4. 34.) And Paul himſelf, was employed: js 
the ſame good Work, in Labeurs more abundant tha 
% ether Miniſters of Chrift. (2 Cor. 11. 23.) In Meari 
& neſs and Fainfulneſs, in Watchings often, and in dail 
« Care of the Churches.” (Ib. 11. 27: and 28.) 


Induſtry is a Virtue and a Duty which immediate 
Tecures the Earneſt of its-own Reward, even in this pre 
fent Syſtem or Life, which we now live, and is found 
{independent of higher Conſideratiens,) to be an indi 


penfible Requiſite, not only to any Proficiency in ou = 
reſpective Callings and worldly Advancement, but eve} © 
to our Subſiſtence and comfortable living in the World . 
Why then ſhould we not endeavour and labour in tht ” 
Practice of Virtue, with as much Care and Pains as o 2 


thers, or perhaps ourſelves, take in the Commiſſion o 
Vice? Why ſhould we not be as induſtrious in ou 


Buſineſs and Oecupation, as others er ourſelves are ii 18 9 
the Purſuit of Pleaſures? - us 

We have had many Inſtances of the great Fruits 6 he 
Induſtry in the unwearied Application of Men, other »6 
wiſe of very moderate natural Abilities, and who, bu an 
for Application and Induſtry, would have loſt their Uſe E 1 


fulneſs and their Diſtinction among Men. In the 
Perſon 


B Wy M 


1 
erſons, the Mind has been benefited by Study, and 
rained an Improvement of Underſtanding, along with 
ther Knowledge; in the ſame Manner as the Body, 


dy Exerciſe, gains an Agility along with Strength.“ 
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Induſtry, in one Shape or other, is eſſentially necef- 
ary to every Situation, however elevated or however 
jepreſſed, if we are thence to derive Happineſs to the 
ndividual or Benefit to the Public. It is as neceſſary 
o preſerve the Comforts of Life, as to obtain them ; 
nd is as neceſſary tor the Security of our Virtue as for 
either. The Mind of Man is an active Principle, which 
nuſt be employed; it is then ſurely the Part of a wiſe 
lan to give that Principle a right Direction. Induſtry 
vhile it gives Food and Rainfent to the poor Man, gives 


wy im alſo, in comqion with his Superiors, Vigor of Mind, 
75 1 nd adds Credit to the Character. It will be the beſt 
8 401 reſervative of the Innocence and the Health of both. 


There is a wiſe Neceſſity for the Exerciſe of Induſtry, 
hough differently circumſtanced, in all Ranks of Peo- 
ble. And it is, or may be, the happy Reflection of the 


. door Man, and which will keep down any Murmur- 
Jl ngs at the Diſpenſations of an infinitely wiſe and juſt 
ad od, that by an Habit of Induſtry he will find the Fa- 


igue of Labour leſſened, and the Enjoyments of Life 
ncreaſed. His Mind will be free to think, that if his 
ot forbids him the Poſſeſſion of Luxuries, he has all 
he Neceſſaries of Life; and, that, under the Blefling 
f God, he enjoys theſe through the Work of his own 
lands. His Family, which in early Life feemed as a a 
Tax upon his narrow Income, will be the Treaſure of 
is growing Years, and if educated in the ſame Virtues, 
rugality and Induſtry, will be the Joy and the Glory, 
he Support of his old Age. Should he even find, in 
he Courſe of his Concerns with the World, that Miſ- 
ortunes frequently endangered or broke down the little 
Ramparts which his Induſtry had raiſed for his Secu— 
ity; he will be more patient to bear thoſe Misfortunes, 
cauſe they will not be attended with the mortifying 
: | Reflection 
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ſinks his Nature in the indulgence of inglorious an 
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Reflection, that they are the Conſequence of his ow erſa 
Vice and Miſconduct. His very Habit of Induſtry wif he 
have taught him * the great Art and Philoſophy he | 
Life, to make the beſt of the preſent, whether it Mts In. 
good or bad; and to bear the one with Reſignation anfſhloye 
Patience, and enjoy the other with Thankfulneſs an{Wo!di 
Moderation.” | | Pe q. 
aket 

The Labours of the Field, being regularly followefhke \ 
with diligent Attention, which pre- ſuppoſes the friendlMWuide 
Aſſiſtance of Temperance, will prove the Source em 
good Health and even Spirits. General Exerciſe willenſic 
benefit the whole Man, as certainly as the conſtant Exorti 
erciſe of the Arm or the Leg, will ;«:prove the Strengtiario 
and Power of that particular Limb. Whereas, wheiſhon: 
we turn our Eyes on the voluptuous Man, to him woher 
cu 
ore 
hile 
tec 
her 
ut) 
and 
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unmanly Pleafures and Effeminacy, we tee that thi 
diſuſe of Application enfeebles his Mind, as the wan 
ot Exerciſe enervates his Body. From this Indulgenct 
he. generates a total Relaxation, and in a State of Re 
laxation all the Powers and Faculties of Man are loſt, 


The very Reverſe of all this we find to be the Caſe 
of the induſtrious poor Man. The plain, but whole: 
ſome and chearful Board of the Villager is the Obje 
of Admiration and Envy. Health, Appetite and Spi— 
rits; alternate Reſt and Action mark for their own the 
hardy Sons of ſober and temperate Induſtry. Whereas 
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a ſickly Habit, a palled Appxtite, and low Spirits H 
reſtleſs Nights and tedious Days are the Companion . 
of all the Sons and Daughters of Idleneſs. 7 
g | br 

Nor need I to enlarge on the general Occaſion fag 
the Exerciſe of the Spirit of Induſtry in the DemandWatr, 
of ſocial Life. Every ſeparate Profeſſion or Calling ha 
hath its diſtin&t Appointments, independent of tho bu 
Engagements, in Reſpect of our Chriſtian Character fr: 
which ſhould occupy fome Time in the Service of uni) lis 


verſal 


+ 


is owfherſal Benevolence towards our Fellow - Creatures. 
'y wil be Huſbandman is engaged in the Field, he tilleth. 
phy Ine Earth and ſubdueth it, and maketh it to bring forth 
r it ts Increaſe for the Service of Man; the Artificer is em- 
on anfþloyed in furniſhing the Conveniences of Life; the 
ſs ano!dier carrieth his Arms in Defence of his Country, 
Pe quitteth the peaceful Abode of Retirement, and he 
aketh himſeif to the Toil and Fatigue of the Camp; 
he Mariner ſaileth on the rough Element, the Sea, he 
uideth the Helm of his Veſſel through the ſame, and 
; employed in the Protect ion of his Country, or Ex- 
nſion of its Commerce. Each have their allotted 
Portion of Employ and Duty. - And through all the 


lowe 
tend] 
CE A 
e will 
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engtMWarious Profeſſions and Arts profeſſed and practiced a- 
wheiWong Mankind, each is found to be neceſſary to the 
1 whther, though ſeparately conſidered, they are varioufly 
is an rcumſtanced. Some Employments are productive of 
it thore Health; others lead more directly to Honors, 


wanWhile a third is a greater Source of Prefit. Some are 
gene ted to one Diſpoſition and Conſtitution, ſome to an- 
f Reher. One exact Balance ſcems to poiſe the whole. 
loſt, Wut yet, without Induſtry all theſe Ot jects, notwith- 


anding. many favourable concuring Circumſtances, 
13i fail z nor ſhall the Purſuer reach the Prize he aims 


Caſe 


hole. Happy is he whoſe Re ſolution will bear him out, 
bier the Hand of the {a gps the Lord maketh rich,“ 
Spi) ch the wiſe King. (Prov. 10. 4.) He hall bear 
n the ule. ">. (Frove 12, 24-405 His. Soul ſhall be made fat. 
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rov. 13. 4) Seeft thou a Man diligent in his Bujintfs ? 
He ſhall ſiand before Kings; be ſhall not tand before 
mean Men.” (Prov. 22. 29.) ** Wealth wer b 
Vanity (that Is, Deccitfulgeſs) ali be ne, 
but he that gathereth by Labour, ſhall increaſe.” (Prov. 
R- 11+) And we have a common Expreſſion among us, 
at, ** Mealth worked for wears le.“ Nature 
hath beſtowed Mines on ſeveral Parts of the World, 


n fo 
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alling 


thoſq but their Riches are only for the induſtrious and the 
ter, frugal. Whomever elſe; ey 15 it is WI ith the di- 
uni- ligent and ſober only they it Let Wealth be ac- 
verſal | e 6+, quired 


1 
& quired by Induſtry, and there is great Probabil; 


ce that Frugality will keep it ; for what is gotten flow 
- 


* 


<« to laviſh away.“ 


Solon, the Athenian Lawgiver, ordered Inquilſitioff 
to be made, from Time to Time, what Way of livin 
every Man had, and to puniſh the idle. And fo high 


did he think of an Habit of Induſtry, that he provid 


„that no Son, whoſe Father had not brought him y 


«© in ſome honeſt Way of Buſineſs, ſhould be oblig 


<< to maintain him if he came to Age and Poverty,” 
So neceſſary did this wiſe Man think it to make Proy 


ſions for Induſtry, that he would endeavour to ſ:cu 


it tothe Athenians at the Expence of thoſe Patents wh 


neglected to teach it to their Children. And even t 
«<< Indian Gymnoſophiſts had ſuch an Averſion to 


c ſlothful uſeleſs Life, that when the Cloth was lai 


at their public Dinners, all the young Men who we 


< invited went through an Examination, Dat N 


«« they took to do any Service ts Mankind? Aud wh 


e wiſe Thing they had ſaid or done that Day? And tho 


© who could give no good Account of themſe] ves, wer 


&« turned out of Doors, and made to falt,” as no 


having a Title to a Place at the Banquet or Feaf 
without having firſt done fomething worthy of Men, 


Genuine Induſtry is at once frugal, though not un 
« generous; its End being that of Self- preſervatio 
« and moderate Enjoyment, its little Superfluities ar 
often employed in Acts of Generoſity and Benek 
% cence.” Induſtry, though it promiſes, cannot al 
ways enſure Succeſs, yet when the ſober, diligent ant 
induſtrious Man falls, he falls much piticd and lament 


ed. The Petitions of the unfortunate are ever eloquent 
| F Th 


* Locke's Works, Edit. 1727, Vol. 2. P. 35. and Campbell! 
Polit. Survey, Vol. 2. P. 136. Note (y) 
t View of Ancient Laws, P. 287. 1 Ib. . 288, 


and aſſiduouſly, it is not in the Nature of Mau haftil 


abili 
{low 


haſt] 


li ſitio 
livin 
high! 
ovid 
11M vu 
blig 
rty.“ 
Prov 
ſecu 
ts wil 
CC t 
1 to 
as lai 
o we 
t Wa 
{ wh 


tho 


„ Wer 
as no 


Feaſ! 
Jen. 


ot un 
vatiol 
les ar 
zeneh 
ꝛ0t al 
1t an 
ment 
juent 


Thi 


n pbell' 


[0 Þ 


he moſt powerful Perſuaſion hangs on the Tongue of 
Juſtrious Poverty; and unmerited Misfortunes, while 
ey try the Fortitude of the Sufferer, excite the ten- 
reſt Emotions in every Breaſt, not loſt to the Feel- 
os of Humanity. Every Heart, that is not wrapped 
within itſelf, muſt experience Senſations which will 
k to be gratified in the Relief of him, whoſe Diſtreſles, 
-re not purchaſed by vicious Neglects of Duty, or 
ious Practices. ST 110 


Induſtry is the Parent of common Prudence. Solo- 
on hath ſent us to the moſt induſtrious of the Inſect 
ſorld for a Pattern and Example.  ** Go to the Ant, 
thou Sluggard, ſays he, conſider her Ways and be wiſe ; 
which having no Guide, "Overſeer or Ruler, provideth 
her Meat in the Summer, and gathereth her Food in the 
Harveſt. How long wilt thou ſleep, O Sluggard ? when 
wilt thou ariſe out of thy Sleep? So ſhall thy Poverty 
come as oxethattravailethand thy Want as anarmed Man” 
Prov. 6. 6. 11.) And, left we ſhould fail to benefit by 
is Admonition and Example, the ſame wiſe Man, in 
e Spirit of Truth, enumerates ſome of the fatal Conſe- 
ences cf Idleneſs. ** Drowinefs, adds he, ſhall clathe a 
lan in Rags. (Prov. 23. 21.) ** The Hand 9 
ſhall be under Tribute. (Prov. 12. 24.) And his Soul 
ſhall ſuffer Hunger.“ (Prov. 19. 15.) And elſewhere 
rites the Son of Sirach. “ Better is he that laboureth 
and aboundeth in all Things; than he that boaſteth him- 
felf,, and wanteth Bread.“ (Ecclus. 10. 27.) hy 


It is ſome Argument that the Reward of Induſtry is 
ver diſtant. ** He that tilleth his Land,” that is, he 
ho exerciſeth himſelf in the honeſt Induſtry of his 
alling, ** fall be ſatisfied with Bread.” (Prov. 12. 11.) 
nd Habit or Practice will make that Induſtry far more 
eaſant than all the liſtleſs Leiſure of Idleneſs, for he 
ho knoweth'not what it is to be regularly and fully em- 
oyed, is and for ever will be, as entire a Stranger to 
e true Enjoyment of Leiſure, as the mere devoted Sen- 

* ſualiſt 


54 
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ſualiſt is to Appetite and Pleaſure. This was owned 


one who, engaged in the Buſineſs of the World, i pu p 
patiently and imprudently ſought to feclude: himitelfy 1 que! 


once and of a ſudden, from the buſy Scene. I toile 
« Year after Year with chearfulneſs, ſaid a Merchan 
4 in Expectation of the happy Hour in which I mig 
be idle; the Privelege of Idleneſs is attained, b 
has not brought with it the Bleſſing of Tranquiluy, 


To this Induſtry in acquiring a reaſonable Proviſie 
for thoſe, whom Nature bids to look up to us for Pre 
tection and Support, muſt be added a prudent Care | 


preſerving it. And to effect the Enjoyment of ther 
fair Proſpects which may open to our View, we mu the 
poſſeſs our Mite in full Truſt, and Confidence in A = 
mighty God, and in. perfect Contentment unde 
and Thankfulneſs for his Diſpenſations towards u end 
Admit the honeſt: and induſtrious Man: to meet wi - 


many and grievous Misfortunes; theſe are the Portio 
of the human Race, and he is not to plead Exemptiq; 
from the Lot of Mortals. But he will find Refuge. 
an unaccuſing Conſcience ; he will nat feel the Sting 
of Self- condemnation, his own Reflections will ſpe: 
Peace to his Mind; theſe Comforts and Conſolatio 
he is poſſeſſed of within himſelf, and are Poſſeſſio 
which will not fail him. But beſides theſe, where: 
honeſt Means have failed of Succeſs in obtaining a Co 
petency, every Neighbour would, I truſt be ready a 
willing to contribute his reaſonable Share, accord. 
to his Ability, towards the Relief of our ſober and! 
duſtrious, but unfortunate and diſtreſſed Brother. It 
indeed the induſtrious Poor; thaſe who have.endeavou 
ed by every honeſt Means, who like the great Apoſt 
and bis Followers, << have, wrought 9with Labour a 
<<. Travail Night and Day, that they might not Be charg 
able to anꝝ of you, f theſe ought to be the ſirſt Obje 
of our Bounty. To relieve every Being clathed 
Rags, without Diſtinction, or Enquiiy into tlie 9 
Adventurer, No. 102, Vol. 3. 5 
+ Compare this with 2 Cor. 11. 9. 
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on of their Diſtreſs, is little better than Indiſctetion, 
is miſplaced Charity at the beſt, and muſt in its Con- 


leicht quence leſſen our Benefactions to more deſerving Ob- 
| toile &s. Suppoſe that we are ſatisfied from our own 
chan nowledge, or from other reaſonable Aſfurances, that 
4.4 eſe miſerable Objects have been able, but unwilling 


earn their Bread by Labour; or having earned j it, 


ina ave waſted it in their Vices, they ought rather to be 
»viſiedpoſigned to the Correction of the Laws of our Coun- 
\r Pr, to make Trial of that Expedient towards their Re- 


yrmation, and to be an Example to others, than to be 
irtured by the ſame foſtering Care, which is due only 
the ſober and induſtrious, - Otherwiſe, we ſhould be 


Are | 


f thok 


e mu : g 

n ſcouraging honeſt Induſtry in our more deſerving poor 
unde <ighbours, and caſting a Damp over all their com- 
Js endable Endeavours after the Means for their own 


aintenance and Support. There is a Jealouſy, and 
ere are certain Feelings in every honeſt Heart, which 
re hurt by being reduced to the Level, and treated in 


t wil 
ortio 


180 e ſame Manner with the Idle, the Profligate and Un- 
Stiadheſerving. And thus we ſhould in more Ways than 
ſpe ihne, make an heavy Rod for our Own Backs, and at 


ne Stroke help to raiſe up Vice, and depreſs the droop- 
g Head of Virtue. | 


Co When the Infirmities of Age have made their Ad= 
ly a Wances, to a certain Degree, upon the poor Man, it 
ordibay then be too late to rule our Conduct by the exact 


eaſure.of his Deſerts. His Age is his Privilege, and 
muſt-be,allowed him. He may have been reduced b 

is Vices, and in the Proportion of the Number of his 
ears, having added Sin to Sin, he is become the. more 
nfit to die, though his waſting Life is nearly run out: 


— e muſt not in ſuch a Caſe wreſt J udgment, however, 

bje: =o our own Hands, nor indeed is human Nature in- 

ied lined to do it. When Time hath wrecked his Ven- 

OccWeance on one of our fellow Creatures, Nature recoils 
f. 


t the Spectacle; and though his vicious Life ſhall juſt] 
eſerve cur Abhorrence, his near Approach to Deat 
aall demand our Pity and Commiſeracion This 
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This noflible Caſe ſhould for obvious Reaſans, f n 
us double our Diligence and Attention to the Pl 
before they have palfe d the Prime or Meridian of I 
that while we encourage honeſt Induſtry, and impii 
their Comforts and Happineſs in this Life, we may 
the very ſame Means ſecure their Virtue, and imp 
their Title to that infinite Happineſs tepdered to th 
in the World to come, 
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